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As	if	the	coming	of	December	wasn’t	frantic	enough,	the	perpetual	message	of	1st	

Advent	is	that	we	must	be	ready	for	something	very	very	significant,	something	that	is	

coming	at	a	time	we	do	not	know,	and	something	for	which	the	means	of	preparation	are	

quite	uncertain.			

Instinctively,	we	think	of	this	time	of	Advent	as	a	time	of	preparation	for	the	

Incarnation	–	the	coming	to	earth	of	God	in	the	person	of	Jesus	Christ.		We’re	familiar	with	

that	story	of	the	babe	in	the	manger,	the	cattle	lowing,	the	baby-faced	shepherds.		For	most	

of	us,	all	our	lives	have	been	spent	anticipating	this	coming	with	joy	and	excitement.		We	

love	the	process	of	preparing	for	our	celebrations	of	the	birth	of	Jesus.		Through	the	

prophets	of	old,	God	had	promised	Israel	that	Immanuel,	“God	with	us,”	would	come.	

But,	the	words	of	the	adult	Jesus	from	Matthew’s	Gospel	are	not	addressing	the	

coming	we	celebrate	with	such	light-hearted	jubilance	each	Christmas.			This	coming	

described	by	Jesus	himself	is	the	coming	of	the	Son	of	Man	at	the	end	of	time.		We	proclaim	

our	anticipation	of	this	coming	again	every	time	we	worship	together.			

The	details	of	this	coming	are	very	uncertain,	though	there	are	a	number	of	self-

proclaimed	experts	who	like	to	tell	us	otherwise.			The	“left	behind”	theories	suggest	that,	at	

the	end	of	time,	the	righteous	will	be	bodily	lifted	up	while	the	reprobates	will	remain	

behind	to	endure	the	wrath	of	God.		Other	theories	speculate	that	judgment	comes	for	each	

of	us	at	the	time	of	our	earthly	death.			
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But,	in	our	Gospel	lesson	this	morning,	Jesus	is	speaking	of	a	day	and	hour	that	even	

he,	the	Son,	cannot	predict.		Only	the	Father	knows,	and	the	Father	is	admonishing	us	to	

forego	the	distractions	of	trying	to	predict	what	the	end	of	time	will	be	like	and	when	it	will	

come.		The	message	is	to	fret	not	over	getting	into	heaven	as	if	it	is	a	checklist;	have	faith	in	

Jesus	Christ;	focus	on	getting	heaven	into	you;	seek	to	live	with	heaven	in	your	heart.			

Our	Heavenly	Father	wants	us	to	see	every	day	as	a	day	of	judgment	–	not	judgment	

as	in	fear	of	punishment;	God	does	not	desire	to	punish	us.		Rather,	see	God’s	judgment	that	

guides	us	in	our	daily	relationships	with	one	another,	judgment	that	calls	us	constantly	to	

see	ourselves	as	Jesus	Christ	sees	us,	judgment	that	causes	us	to	look	in	the	mirror	and	see	

ourselves	in	the	Body	of	Christ.			

For	those	who	do	not	know	the	true	story	of	the	birth	and	life	of	Jesus	–	for	those	

who	do	not	trust	in	his	word,	Jesus’	words	that	we	read	this	morning	induce	apathy	or	

anxiety;	but	for	those	of	us	who	do	know	and	believe,	the	words	are	meant	to	encourage	

our	faith	and	hope	like	that	of	the	prophet	Isaiah	expressed	in	our	first	lesson	for	today.		

Jesus	wants	us	to	know	that	through	his	birth,	life,	and	works,	a	new	era	has	come.	

Jesus	refers	to	the	history	of	Noah	and	the	Flood	and	poses	the	examples	of	men	and	

women	in	their	daily	occupations	to	help	us	understand	his	message.		The	characters	of	

Jesus’	examples	are	all	going	about	their	daily	activities	taking	for	granted	that	tomorrow	

will	come	and	that	generations	will	follow	them,	continuing	their	humdrum	existence.	

In	contrast,	Jesus	warns	us	that	we	are	to	live	each	day	with	the	expectation	of	the	

coming	of	the	Son	of	Man.		Through	faith	and	hope	we	are	to	be	ready	for	his	coming	again.		

Keep	awake.		Be	ready.	
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How	are	we	to	make	ourselves	ready?		Pretty	simple	actually.	

We	study	the	Bible	–	the	Holy	Scriptures	that	contain	all	that	is	necessary	for	our	

salvation.		As	confirmands,	we	learned	that	“we	understand	the	meaning	of	the	Bible	by	the	

help	of	the	Holy	Spirit,	who	guides	the	Church	in	the	true	interpretation	of	the	Scriptures.”	

[BCP	p.	853-4].		In	our	collect	from	two	weeks	ago,	we	asked	our	Blessed	Lord,	who	caused	

all	holy	Scriptures	to	be	written	for	our	learning,	to	grant	us	so	to	hear	them,	read,	mark,	

learn,	and	inwardly	digest	them,	that	we	may	embrace	and	ever	hold	fast	the	blessed	hope	of	

everlasting	life,	which	you	have	given	us	in	our	Savior	Jesus	Christ.	[BCP	p.	236].	

Through	the	holy	Scriptures	we	come	in	utter	humility	to	the	cattle	stall	where	

lowly	local	shepherds	and	powerful	worldly	kings	kneel	together	before	the	manger.			

Through	the	holy	Scriptures	we	share	the	anticipation	and	confusion	of	James	and	

Peter	and	Matthew	as	Jesus	comes	near	and,	seeing	our	unique	spiritual	gifts,	calls	us	to	

follow	him	in	the	many	various	ways	we	are	all	called	to	be	his	disciples.	

Through	the	holy	Scriptures	we	too	experience	the	healing	of	the	lame	and	the	

blind;	the	regained	hope	of	those	who	are	chronically	ill	and	those	who	are	possessed	by	

demons.			

Through	the	holy	Scriptures,	we	hear	Jesus’	teaching,	“Blessed	are	the	merciful;	

Blessed	are	the	peacemakers;	Blessed	are	the	poor	in	spirit.”			

Through	the	holy	Scriptures,	we	stand	with	John	and	Jesus’	mother,	Mary,	in	horror	

as	the	bleeding	and	dying	Jesus	looks	down	on	us	in	great	compassion	from	the	cross,	and	

we	come	to	better	understand	the	one	full,	perfect,	and	sufficient	sacrifice.			
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Through	the	holy	Scriptures,	we	feel	the	cautious	fear-laced	exhilaration	of	Jesus’	

followers	as	they	begin	to	put	together	the	evidence	that	Jesus	has	indeed	risen	from	the	

grave	as	he	had	promised.	

Through	the	holy	Scriptures,	we	question,	we	find	little	answers,	and	then	we	find	

bigger	questions	that	keep	us	coming	back	for	more	little	answers.		The	Bible	is	a	living	

timeless	organism	that	is	new	for	us	every	day	and	demands	our	daily	attention.	

Through	the	holy	Scriptures,	we	come	to	better	understand	our	need	and	desire	to	

worship	together.		And,	as	we	worship	together,	we	come	to	believe,	as	God	would	have	us	

to	believe.		God	created	us	in	relationship.		Our	joined	praise	and	thanksgiving	is	a	gift	we	

return	to	God	from	that	that	he	has	given	us.		Despite	our	differences	in	age	or	lifestyle	or	

political	views,	we	come	together	to	the	Table	of	our	Lord,	and	there	the	differences	that	

seek	to	separate	us	fall	away.		There,	at	the	Lord’s	Table,	we	are	joined	in	worship	and	in	

our	call	to	mission	as	the	Body	of	Christ.		There,	as	we	receive	the	Body	and	Blood	as	Jesus	

commanded	us,	we	are	made	ready	to	receive	Christ	when	he	comes	again.	

To	be	ready	for	our	Lord	now	and	when	he	comes	again,	we	study	the	Holy	

Scriptures;	we	worship,	AND	we	pray	together	and	in	private.		In	our	prayers,	we	find	the	

light	on	our	path	toward	God,	with	all	honesty	and	humility	to	see	ourselves	as	God	sees	us	

and	to	see	more	clearly	and	honestly	our	place	in	our	relationship	with	our	family,	friends,	

and	neighbors.		Even	our	private	prayers	are	still	about	our	relationships	with	one	another	

in	making	this	world	a	better	place	–	being	good	stewards	of	the	many	blessings	that	God	

has	given	us	and	putting	of	the	“armor	of	light,”	confident	in	Christ	through	our	ever-

growing	faith,	giving	our	lives	to	his	mission	and	ministry.	
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Be	ready	–	Ask	our	Lord	to	help	you	hear,	read,	mark,	learn,	and	inwardly	digest	the	

holy	Scriptures.		Ask	our	Lord	to	nurture	your	desire	to	study	his	word,	to	worship,	to	be	a	

good	steward	of	his	creation,	and	to	pray	daily	throughout	the	day.		Ask	our	Lord	to	help	

you	be	ready	to	strengthen	your	faith.			

You	“must	be	ready	for	the	Son	of	Man	is	coming	at	an	unexpected	hour.”		From	the	

Apostle	Paul,	“Put	on	the	Lord	Jesus	Christ.”		And	from	the	words	of	Isaiah,	“Come,	let	us	

walk	in	the	light	of	the	Lord.		
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